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Abstract

Shahrashoob is a literary subgenre. Rather than being characterized by a
specific figure of speech or a specific form, this literary subgenre is
associated with a poet’s thoughts and subtle fantasies outside the
boundaries of mores, law, religion, and culture. Three types of Shahrashoob
have already been mentioned as urban, guild-related, and political. This
study aims to introduce social Shahrashoob and present a novel
classification of Shahrashoob including religious, political, and social
types. The social category is divided into urban, guild-related, and
unconventional subcategories. In this research, a content analysis method
is employed to analyze social Shahrashoob in the Persian literature. The
findings indicate that there have been downward trends in the use of urban
and guild-related subcategories of Shahrashoob contemporarily; however,
there has been an upward trend in the use of unconventional Shahrashoob.

This is the first study to discuss the unconventional subcategory of social
Shahrashoob.
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1. Introduction

The study of literary genres can facilitate the understanding of literary
contents, authors, and poets. Shahrashoob is a literary subgenre with a long
history in the Persian poetry. Different types of Shahrashoob have not been
identified and critically well explored yet. We need to become familiar with
various types of Shahrashoob to arrive at its accurate definition and
understand its exact meaning. After analyzing different types of
Shahrashoob, this study examines one of its types in the contemporary
poetry to critique its course of development in the contemporary society.
The analysis of Shahrashoob helps to know this literary subgenre; it
facilitates the understanding of the contemporary poetry and poets. Given
the great changes in the Persian poetry during the contemporary era, literary
genres in poetry should be analyzed to determine how inclined poets and
society are to each genre in poetry. Finding and studying different types of
Shahrashoob can shed light on the specific periods of intellectual, cultural,
and political concepts in the society.

2. Methodology

This study was conducted through library work and content analysis. For
this purpose, every poet’s collection of poems was analyzed critically, and
every poem with an essence of one type of Shahrashoob was recorded and
examined. In the end, the total frequency of social Shahrashoob in the
contemporary poetry was figured out, and the poems of different poets were
compared in terms of social Shahrashoob.

3. Results and discussion

Social Shahrashoob refers to a literary type associated with the society. It
causes intrinsic and extrinsic reactions in the audience by challenging one
of the social beliefs, customs, dress codes, languages, or descriptions of a
guild. In other words, social Shahrashoob stimulates feelings in a social
group, which can be a city, a guild, or a collection of different groups with
specific tendencies in the society. It has different subtypes, such as urban,
guild-related, and unconventional subcategories.

Urban Shahrashoob is an important subtype of social Shahrashoob regarded
to be more prominent than other subtypes. Put differently, social



Shahrashoob of the urban subtype is meant to praise or disparage the
residents of a city.

Another subtype of social Shahrashoob is guild-related Shahrashoob which
refers to the romantic admiration or disparagement of business owners or
members of a guild. In this case, poets develop guild-related Shahrashoob
in two ways, a) describing business owners in a romantic scheme and b)
praising or disparaging the members of a guild. The first method has long
been discussed in literary research, whereas the second method is presented
for the first time ever in this study.

Unconventional Shahrashoob is a subtype of social Shahrashoob in which
a poet disregards the common customs, beliefs, and norms of the society to
say something that has no direct addressee to respond. However, the
audience perceives the poet’s transcendence from the common customs and
norms. In unconventional Shahrashoob, the poet disregards one of the
common mores of his contemporary era for various reasons, such as
experiencing specific overwhelming feelings, challenging social issues,
and disagreeing with norms.

4. Conclusion

Urban Shahrashoob is prominent in the poems of different poets like
Mirzadeh Eshghi, Nasim-e-Shemal, Aref Qazvini, Malek al-Sho’ara Bahar,
and Shahriar during the Persian Constitutional Revolution and the early
Pahlavi dynasty. However, it has declined gradually, so it is really difficult
to find a poem of urban Shahrashoob now. Nevertheless, this type of poetry
seems to be still relatively alive in local literature. Most of the
contemporary poems of urban Shahrashoob have been written to satirize
Tehran.

Guild-related Shahrashoob is seen very rarely in the contemporary poetry.
The very few contemporary poems of guild-related Shahrashoob have
undergone some expressive changes. In the traditional method, the poet had
only one addressee and wrote the poem to change that addressee’s attitude.
Currently, however, the poet addresses the whole society to change its
attitude toward existing issues.

Introduced for the first time in this study, unconventional Shahrashoob has
been used by many contemporary poets. For instance, Simin Behbahani,
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Forough Farrokhzad, Rahi Mo’ayyeri, and Shahriar have many poems of
the unconventional type. Other poets also have such poems in their
collections. Unconventional Shahrashoob is a new perspective on social
issues, from which the poet speaks with specific conditions and goals. This
subtype of Shahrashoob is more frequent than urban and guild-related
subtypes in the contemporary poetry.
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