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Abstract

Khaqgani Sharvani's anthology is one of the most important and difficult
poetic collections in the Persian literature. From this book, three notable
editions have been made, the most reliable of which is Ziaoddin Sajjadi's
edition in terms of materials and methods. Many academic articles have
been written in order to edit some of its vocabulary and verses. Despite
those efforts to edit the verses of Khaqgani's anthology, obtaining a revised
text of this book still requires more research and rereading the recordings
of numerous manuscripts. Undoubtedly, many semantic problems in
Khagani's poetry are dependent on the reading of manuscripts and accurate
edition of verses. The current research, with the same approach and through
library work, has analyzed the semantic problems of some verses, edited
them and used the results to unravel the problems mentioned. Paying
attention to the intratextual evidence and stylistic features of Khaqani's
poetry and relying on the important principles of text editation are the
advantages of this research. In addition to the recording of words in the
manuscripts of previous editors, a less known but useful manuscript has
been used to edit some verses.
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1. Introduction

An important poetic texts in the Persian literature that has received much
attention from researchers in recent years is Khaqani Sharvani's anthology.
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Its verses are considered to be among the most difficult examples of Persian
poetry. There are several manuscripts of this book in various parts of the
world, some of which have undergone editing. People such as Ali Abd-al-
Rastli, Zia-al-Din Sajjadi, and Mir-Jalal-al-Din Kazzazi have edited this
anthology and made valuable efforts to make it as accurate as possible.
Obviously none of these editions is free from flaws and errors; Khagani's
anthology still requires further investigation and analysis. Many of the
difficulties in this book arise from the selection of incorrect word forms or
misreadings and distortions that have crept into it. Accordingly, in the
present research, the semantic problems in a few verses of Khagani's poems
are analyzed, the recordings of authentic manuscripts are cited, principles
such as "the preference for more difficult recording" are practiced, and thus
a new version of the verses is presented with no semantic problems.

In this research, we have also used a useful manuscript in editing some
verses. This manuscript belongs to the library of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly and is kept under the title “Khaqgani's Annotated Anthology” with
the registration number 208233 on the shelf number 17068. This
manuscript was apparently written in the 11 century AH. In this respect,
it should be considered a late manuscript. For the first time, Yiisuf Asqari
Bayaqout mentioned this manuscript in a short article, introducing it as an
efficient version for editing the Arabic verses of Khaqgani's anthology. In
addition to the Arabic verses, this manuscript also provides the key to
solving some of the problems of Persian verses. Considering that it does
not correspond to other known authentic manuscripts in some lines of the
text and that there are numerous differences, both in terms of phrases and
the order of verses, between its recordings and the recordings in the
manuscripts used by the editors of Khaqgani's work, as well as considering
some unique recordings exemplified in this article, its origin must have
been a manuscript other than the old manuscripts. The latter case indicates
the importance of this manuscript and the need to pay attention to it in
editing the verses of Khaqgani's anthology.

2. Methodology

This research uses library resources, a content analysis method, and a
semantic and critical approach to carefully examine some of Khagani's
difficult and ambiguous terms and verses. With authentic sources,



manuscripts, and intertextual and external evidence, as well as through
criticizing the views of some contemporary researchers, a new and more
correct edition of the phrase or verse and, accordingly, a new and accurate
interpretation of the verses is presented.

3. Results and discussion

In the recent research, the correct and original forms of words and phrases
from the text of Khagani's anthology were found, and the sequence of some
verses was examined. The steps of the work were as follows. First, by
semantic analysis, the problems of each verse were identified, and, while
criticizing the words of the commentators, the inefficiency of the comments
written on the verses was determined. The results of indicate the
introduction of incorrect recordings into the text. These distortions are
viewed as the main source of the semantic problems. Accordingly, the
editing of the verses was carried out using the recordings of other
manuscripts by relying on the important principles of text editing and using
some intratextual evidence and Khaqani's stylistic characteristics. During
the editing of the verses, a useful but little-known manuscript belonging to
the Majles Library and its correct and sometimes unique transcriptions were
used. In this article, textual evidence shows that the edited manuscript of
Khagani's work, first, has original, correct and rare aspects that are
sometimes not found in any other authentic manuscript. Second, in many
cases, it contains correct transcriptions of other authentic manuscripts.
Therefore, in the authors’ opinion, this manuscript has an independent
value, and it is essential that it be considered by the editors who like to
approach Khaqgani's poetry.

4. Conclusion

The results of this study help researchers understand and explain the poems
of this complex poet and clearly reveal the dependence of secondary
literary research on the accurate editing of ancient texts. It also underscores
the fact that, to edit texts such as Khaqgani's anthology, none of the existing
manuscripts should be ignored. Perhaps, a later manuscript recording has
preserved the correct form of a phrase and made it available to the
researcher. Also, by revealing a specific form of the phrases, it may pave
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the way for researchers to find original aspects and discover accurate and
appropriate semantic relationships in a given verse.
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