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Abstract

Among Attar's works, the book Tazkirat al-Awliya has a lot of literary and
historical value. Ignoring the introduction to Mukhtarnameh, Attar
Nishaburi's collection of quatrains, Tazkirat al-Awliya can be considered
the only remaining prose work of this famous poet. The last famous and
critical edition of these two works, along with other works of Attar, was
published by Shafi’i Kadkani as the editor mentioned in some of the
introductions of these works. Research on Attar is still at the beginning of
its journey. This article aims to make Attar's works as efficient as possible
by discussing three points in the margin of Tazkirat al-Awliya. First, a
detailed discussion is presented about Junayd al-Baghdadi being a Thawri
creed follower. Then, it is proved that the possibility of Junayd Baghdadi’s
being a follower of Sufyan Thawri's school is not acceptable; he was
originally a follower and Mofti of the school of Abu Thawr Kalbi (d. 240
AH). Next, the story of Ahmad Kharaqani's murder is brought up. Also, it
is reminded that Muhammad bin Al-Hussain, who is mentioned in
Kharaqani's stories, is not Abu Abd al-Rahman Sulami (died 412 AH).

Keywords: Tazkirat al-Awliya, Junayd al-Baghdadi, Abu Thawr Kalbi,
Ahmad Kharaqani, Abu Abdul Rahman Solami.

1. Introduction

The legacy left by Attar Neyshaburi is considered one of the most precious
works of the Persian language and literature, as well as the world literature.
In Persian Tazkiras, so many poetic works have been attributed to this poet

* Date of receiving: 2025/05/12 Date of final accepting: 2025/12/08
1 - email of responsible writer: hamidreza.fah@gmail.com



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 26, No 67, Winter 2026

that some writers have considered the number of his works to be one
hundred and fourteen, which is the number of Surahs of the Quran.
However, today, it has been proved to researchers that many of these
attributed books were not written by Attar. They consider Attar's definitive
works to be Al-Ilahi-Nameh, Mantiq al-Tayr, Mosibat-Nameh, Asrar-
Nameh, Mokhtar-Nameh, Divan, and Tazkirat al-Awliya. Among these
works, Tazkirat al-Awliya is more famous and of literary value. It is
considered a rare masterpiece of its kind. Tazkirat al-Awliya contains the
stories and sayings of ninety-seven Muslim ascetics and mystics from the
first to the fifth centuries on the Hijri calendar. The book consists of two
parts. The first part contains seventy-two references, beginning with the
mention of Uwais Qarani (d. 37 AH) and ending with a reference to Mansur
Hallaj (d. 309 AH). This section has been attributed to Attar of Neyshaburi,
although some ancient scholars, such as Jami, have doubted its attribution
to Attar. The second section contains twenty-five references, from Ibrahim
Khawwas (d. 291 AH) to Imam al-Baqir (d. 114 AH), but its author is
unknown. Tazkirat al-Awliya was first published in 1905 AD, by the efforts
of Reynold Nicholson, and it was last published in a critical form by Shafi’i
Kadkani. Despite all the efforts made by the great scholars to explain the
details and difficulties of this work, there are still doubts and ambiguities
in some of the statements, terms, and declarations.

In order to review and resolve some of the problems in the Tazkirat al-
Awliya, this study seeks to answer the questions ‘Was Junayd al-Baghdadi
a follower of the school of Abu Thawr Kalbi or Sufyan Thawri?’ (this
question also applies to Abdullah Khobaiq and Hamdoon Qassar) and
‘When was Ahmad, the son of Abul-Hasan Kharaqani, killed?’

2. Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical. The required
data were collected from library sources, drawing upon studies on the text
and explanations of Tazkirat al-Awliya, especially the latest critical
correction of the book by Shafi’i Kadkani and its commentaries. Prior to
this article, research has been conducted on Tazkirat al-Awliya. Mansouri
(2010) discussed the revision of two words or phrases in Tazkirat al-Awliya
and attempts to correct them. Tayefi (2015) criticized some of the
statements in Tazkirat al-Awliya from a historical perspective and



concluded that the historical inconsistencies that are sometimes observed
in this book are due to Attar’s purpose of writing the book, his religious
beliefs, his mystical bias, the abundance of sources, and the brevity of the
narration. Tabatabayi (2010) examined and criticized Shafi’i’s edition of
Kadkani (2019 & 2020) and attempted to correct some of the shortcomings
and disorganizations in the text and the corresponding annotations.
Pourmokhtar (2010) also mentioned twenty-three points in the margins of
Shafi’i’s edition of Tazkirat al-Awliya. As far as the author is aware, the
propositions criticized and examined in this article have not been addressed
in any of the aforementioned articles. Moreover, apart from the hints and
comments that the Shafi’i Kadkani and Iste’lami have put on the comments
of Tazkirat al-Awliya case by case, there seems to be no other critical and
serious discussion.

3. Results and discussion

Among the ambiguities in the text of Tazkirat al-Awliya is whether Junayd
Baghdadi was a follower of Abu Thawr Kalbi (d. 240 AH) or Sufyan
Thawri (d. 161 AH). This question also applies to Hamdoon Qassar and
Abdullah Khobayq, who both followed the school of Abu Thawr Kalbi or
Sufyan Thawri. Until this article, it was not clear whether “Thawri” meant
Sufyan Thawri or Abu Thawr Kalbi. Another is the story in Tazkirat al-
Awliya about the murder of Ahmad Kharaqani, the son of Abu al-Hassan
Kharagani (d. 425 AH) during his father’s lifetime. Another is the
discussion about a person named Muhammad bin al-Hassan, who is
mentioned in one of the last narrations of Abu al-Hassan Kharaqani. Some
believe that this person is Abu Abd al-Rahman Muhammad bin Hussein
Sulami, who was the author of the book Tabaqat al-Sufiyyah. This, of
course, 1s a mistake.

4. Conclusion

Junayd Baghdadi, Abdullah Khobayq and Hamdoon Qassar are introduced
in the Tazkirat al-Awliya, edited by Shafi’i Kadkani, as followers of the
school of “Thawri”, which is somewhat ambiguous. According to reliable
sources, only Junayd Baghdadi is a follower and Mufti of the school of
Abu Thawr al-Kalbi, who died in 240 AH, and Abdullah Khobayq and
Hamdoon Qassar were followers of the jurisprudential school of Sufyan
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Thawri, who died in 161 AH. The possibility that all the three were
followers of the jurisprudential school of Abu Thawr al-Kalbi is
unacceptable, and it seems that the author(s) or scribes of the Tazkirat al-
Awliya have either confused the spelling of “Thawri” and “Abu Thawr”
or have changed “Abu Thawr” to “Thawri” due to ideological biases.
Ahmad Kharagani was not killed during the time of his father, Abu al-
Hasan Kharaqani, and the stories mentioned in this regard in Tazkirat al-
Awliya do not seem to be historically accurate. In one of Kharagani's
episodes, his disciple is mentioned as Muhammad bin al-Hussein. This
person is not related to Abu Abd al-Rahman Muhammad ibn al-Hussein
Sulami (d. 412 AH). He had a son named Dawood and apparently lived
thirty years after Kharaqgani's death. This is while Sulami died thirteen
years before Abul-Hassan Kharaqgani's death. Muhammad ibn al-Hussein,
Kharaqgani's disciple, is mentioned in Kharaqani's Magamat as Muhammad
Hasseniyan, which is exactly Muhammad Husseynan.
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