Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 26, No 67, Winter 2026

Structure and Content Analysis of Sharaf al-Din Ali
Yazdi’s Inscriptions®

Dr. Mehdi Rezaei!
Professor of Persian language and literature, Salaman Farsi University of Kazerun
Mahnaz Dehghan
M.A gratuate of Persian language and literature, Salaman Farsi University of Kazerun

Abstract

Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi was a poet from Yazd during the Timurid era.
Although he is mainly known for his book Zafarnama, a collection of his
poems consisting of odes and praises of Ibrahim Sultan has also remained.
The major portion of this collection is composed of inscriptions (kitabehs)
the examining of which from a structural perspective reveals Yazdi’s poetic
skill, enabling an assessment of the poetic standards of his time. A content
analysis of these inscriptions also reflects the dominant historical-political
discourse of that era. The structural analysis adopted for purpose includes
prosodic and rhetorical evaluations. Within them, there are detailed
references to astrological charts, cups, chess, tombs, windcatchers, and
architecture, which are details rarely described so meticulously in other
texts of the same period. These inscriptions are fluent and in the forms of
masnavi, qit‘a, rubai, mufradat, and mukhammas. Their predominant
meters are mutaqarib, hazaj, and ramal. Critical discourse analysis has
been done for content exploration. Four main discourses dominate the texts,
including political, religious, artistic, and mystical discourses. The first
three stem from the political and cultural atmosphere of the time, forming
a triadic discourse of politics—religion—art prevalent in Shahrokh’s
territory. The mystical discourse, however, derives from the poet’s own
belief.
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analysis, Historical significance.
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1. Introduction

In the Iranian history, the Timurid era represents a transformative period
from the Mongol invasion and the death of Abu Sa'id Bahador Khan.
Following the relative stability achieved during Shahrokh's reign, a cultural
renaissance emerged in Khorasan and Herat, fostering significant
developments in art and literature. Within this context, Sharaf al-Din Ali
Yazdi, a prominent historian and poet, played a pivotal role through his
authorship of the Zafarnama and various poetic compositions. Of particular
scholarly interest is his collection Manzumat (Poetic Works), which
contains numerous "Ketabehs", architectural inscriptions transferred from
paper onto tiles, walls, and objects. In Persian, "Ketabeh" denotes bold,
elegant calligraphy adorning portals, altars, and cultural artifacts such as
Timurid chessboards. Inscriptions transcend mere artistic expression; they
function as historical and cultural documents reflecting the intellectual
concerns of Timurid elites and the prevailing socio-political discourse. This
research focuses on these architecturally embedded texts to decode the
intricate relationships between power, culture, and artistic production in the
Timurid period.

2. Methodology

This study employs a dual methodological approach, simultaneously
examining both form and content. The structural (formal) analysis involves
systematic examination of poetic forms including Masnavi (most frequent),
Qet'eh, and Rubai(quatrain), prosodic meters such as Motaghareb, Hazaj,
and Ramal, and rhetorical devices to assess technical craftsmanship. The
content analysis is done through critical discourse analysis (CDA) to
identify four dominant intellectual discourses within the inscriptions. They
include a) political discourse, affirming legitimacy and praising the ruling
authority, b) religious discourse, emphasizing Sharia-based and divine
foundations, c) artistic discourse, describing architectural structures and
reflecting cultural patronage during Shahrokh's era, and d) mystical
discourse, reflecting the poet's personal Sufi inclinations with a Wahdat al-
Wujud (Unity of Being) orientation.



3. Results and discussion

The analysis of Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi's Ketabehs reveals them as
exemplary texts of official courtly literature. Rather than narrating daily
events, they serve as vehicles for conveying the dominant ideologies of
their time. In terms of structural characteristics, Yazdi's poems generally
employ fluent, accessible language with minimal rhetorical ornamentation.
This stylistic choice creates an inclusive space for a broader audience while
maintaining artistic dignity. As found through the content and thematic
analysis, the inscriptions describe diverse objects and structures, including
architectural elements like windcatchers and cultural artifacts in the city of
Yazd such as the "Great Timurid Chess", featuring innovative rules and
pieces. These descriptions provide valuable historical evidence for material
culture during the Timurid period. A central finding concerns the
synergistic interplay of three dominant discourses: political, religious, and
artistic. During this era, royal glorification (political discourse) intertwined
with religious legitimization (religious discourse), and these concepts were
materially inscribed upon public and private buildings (artistic discourse).
This triadic synergy demonstrates the ruling authority's strategic effort to
institutionalize power through cultural and religious channels. The primary
eulogized figure, Ibrahim Sultan, is portrayed as both a powerful ruler and
a patron of arts and learning.

Despite utilizing religious and Arabic terminology, the language
remains accessible, lacking complex literary array. Conversely, what is
conspicuously absent, identified as a meaningful semantic void, is attention
to tangible social issues, public concerns, or concepts such as social justice
from a people-centered perspective. These omissions are not accidental;
they reflect a closed intellectual structure wherein art and architecture
served primarily to perpetuate the political and ideological legitimacy of
elites. Consequently, a deep gap emerges between the mental world of the
poet/ruler and the lived realities of a broader society, indicating that
consolidating power takes precedence over addressing communal needs.

4. Conclusion

The Ketabehs of Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi contain valuable historical and cultural
information regarding the architectural structures (tents, mansions,
windcatchers, pools, shrines) and cultural artifacts (astrolabes, chessboards,
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pavilions) of the Timurid period. These topics are not extensively documented
elsewhere. Technically, such works predominantly employ the prosodic meters
Motaghareb, Hazaj, and Ramal as well as the poetic forms Masnavi and Qet'eh,
utilizing simple, minimally ornamented language with the frequent use of
similes. The discourse analysis revealed three intertwined primary discourses.
The political discourse, represents the Timurid monarch's unchallenged
authority through diverse vocabulary and imagery. In the religious discourse,
the strategic intertwining of politics and religion legitimizes authority and
governs hearts, a phenomenon more pronounced in this era than during the
preceding Mongol and Ilkhani periods. The artistic patronage discourse
provides abundant evidence of elite attention to art, science, and particularly
poetry, confirming the elevated cultural status of these elements in the Timurid
society. The subordinate discourse is a fourth, less frequent discourse that
reflects mystical/Sufi themes, primarily expressing the poet's personal spiritual
inclinations within a Vahdat e-Vujud framework. Moreover, three significant
discursive voids warrant critical consideration.

There is a lack of attention to public welfare and social justice, which reflects
the "slavery" perspective of Timurid rulers and their failure to recognize rights
for the general population. Also, neglect of Iranian national identity stems from
two factors: the foreign rulers' detachment from indigenous culture, and the
poet's Sufi worldview, within which national boundaries hold diminished
significance. Contrary to earlier Persian courtly traditions, the Ketabehs show
no trace of protest against tyranny, which is implicit evidence for the poet's
awareness of the Timurid dynasty's oppressive nature. The Ketabehs of Sharaf
al-Din Ali Yazdi function as a mirror of official Timurid court discourse,
wherein art and literature served to consolidate political power, religious
legitimacy, and elite cultural prestige. Simultaneously, the absence of popular
voices, national concepts, and social critique reveals a profound gap between
the worldview of the ruler-poet and the social realities of the era. This research
proves the ideological function of these texts as an instrument to reproduce
power relations while providing valuable insights into the complex interplay of
art, authority, and society in medieval Iran.
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